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ABS 'l'I-<J-\C 'T 

The sclepotiniaa coral distributions on two fringing 

reefs (Geoffrey Bay and Cockle Bay) of Magnetic IsZand 

were surveye~ using a line tr2nsect method. 

The community structures are discussed ~n relation 

to prevailing environmentaZ conditions. 

surveyed J the Cockle Bay rBef is less exposed and more 

heavily sed-imentec. than ·the Geoffrey Bay reef. 

The communi-ties aj~e d'ivided into "zones ll on the 

i 

evi2(:n;ee of pr:!2"Cen·to..ge C01"0.2- cover'., numbel' of spec~es per 

tra.'!see t> co lony size ~ Shannon and rl e a Vel' di 1.)e 2<8 i t y 1: nd·f, ce s 

and numerical cZassification of transects. The species 

composition and dominant species of each zone reflect the 

environmental conditions. 

:?he reZat~Zve se?)erity or the env·ironment 1.-n Cockle 

Bay is reflected in a smaZZer number of species and 

Zower values of the Shannon and Wecvar divG?sity indicBD~ 

·than ay-::; found h'i the C;eoffY'ey Ba.y co!mnuni.ty. 

The community structupcs and ~onation patterns of 

these Magnetic Island reefs are discU2sed and ~Qmpa~2d 

.with Uwse of oi;J,e1? high island f2'inf~·inq reefe . .It 

appears that Magnetic IuZand ree;Q exhibit features 

typ'Z:ca l or fl'ingingpee f8 -:.:n ve ru she Z te }'(3 d and 8 e c,'-i.me n tr? d 
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